
 

 

Hounds Reach Last Day of Season for 4th Consecutive Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Fastpitch wrapped up their 2021 campaign on the field of Columbus, ending with a 3rd place state finish in AAAAAA, again 
reaching the final possible day of the softball season. The final record of 33-4 ties a program best for number of wins, and winning 
percentage of .892 is the highest winning percentage in program history.   

The season continued the reign as region champions, as the team went undefeated in 
all region games for only the second time in program history. The Region 6-AAAAAA 
championship is the 6th overall region championship, and fifth consecutive, outscoring 
opponents by a margin of 151-15. 6 players were named to the All-Region team (see 
All-Region story for more):  

 Jadyn Laneaux : Region Player of the Year 
 Kendall Frost: 1st Team Pitcher 
 Katie Ward: 1st Team 
 Kailey Martin: 1st Team  
 Emily Ricci: Honorable Mention 
 Ellie Paley: Honorable Mention 

The regular season concluded with a 26-2 record which included strong region match ups, walk off victories, and only two defeats, 
one to Cherokee who reached the final four in 7A and one close loss to the eventual 7A state champions, North Gwinnett.   

The road to Columbus went first went through Region 8 in a best of 3 series against Habersham Central. The Hounds prevailed 
victorious in two straight games, winning game one in 5 innings with a score of 8-0 and winning game two by a margin of 12-1 in 6 
innings. Sophomore Kendall Frost threw a complete game 1 hitter and than 3 innings in the night cap, also giving up just 1 hit. 
Freshman Ellie Paley threw the final 2 innings, giving up just 1 hit and no runs. The offense was led by junior Jadyn Laneaux who was 
a perfect 6-6 at the plate with 3 singles, a double, and two homeruns. More homeruns were hit by seniors Peyton McCormack and 
Katie Ward, and a grand slam by sophomore Kailey Martin. See the Marietta Daily Journal article about the series here: 
https://www.mdjonline.com/sports/pope-makes-quick-work-of-habersham-central/article_64eee602-2bcd-11ec-9f22-
573cdf579ea6.html  

The second round brought South Effingham of Savannah, Georgia to Pope for the Sweet 16 Best of 3 series. South Effingham was an 
elite 8 contender in 2020 with many talented players returning. However, Pope’s powerful offense struck quick in game one, posting 
three runs off four hits in just the first inning. The Hounds extended their lead to five after two innings, then a three-run homerun by 
Jadyn Laneaux in the fourth pushed the Greyhounds to a run-rule shortened 8-0 victory. Kendall Frost led the way in the circle, 
pitching a no-hitter on the Sweet Sixteen stage. Her dominant performance continued into the night cap as she allowed just one 
earned run off three hits in seven innings to secure the 5-2 victory and series sweep for the Hounds. Offense was led by senior Katie 
Ward’s three run home run in the third inning, an RBI double in the first from freshman Ellie Paley, a triple from junior Emily Ricci 
who then scored on Katie Ward’s three run home run in the third, and an RBI single from Peyton McCormack in the fourth. The 
sweep secured a spot in the Elite 8 tournament in Columbus, the 9th trip to Columbus in the past 10 seasons.  

Pope after securing the Region 6 
Championship for the 5th consecutive 

Pope upon completion of the GHSA AAAAAA State 
Championship tournament, resulting in a 3rd place finish 



The Elite 8 bracket started off with Pope vs. River Ridge, which ultimately did not end up in the Hounds favor. The Hounds put up 10 
hits but lost the match up with a 7-2 result, pushing the Hounds into the losers bracket of the eight team double elimination 
tournament.  

The next game, on Friday, was a match up with region 8 champions, Dacula, and proved to be an offensive shootout. Pope put up a 
program best 19 hits in 1 game, leading to a 12-8 victory and an advancement in the tournament. Kendall Frost and Ellie Paley 
combined to pitch the complete game, and offense was led by a 4-5 day at the plate for Natalie Klingler, 3-4 performances by Jadyn 
Laneaux and Kailey Martin, and two hits apiece for Peyton McCormack, Kendall Frost, and Katie Ward.  

Immediately after the conclusion of the 3 pm game (which was delayed to about a 5 pm start time), Pope moved fields and began 
the next game with a trip to the Final Four on the line versus former region foe Cambridge. Freshman Ellie Paley, who pitched the 
final three innings of the Dacula game, started the game and went 4 and 2/3 innings, and also provided an offensive jolt with a 2 run 
homerun, her first of the season and first of her career, in the second inning. Pope maintained a 2-1 lead through four innings, then 
Cambridge opened the game up with a four-run inning, making the score 5-2 going into the bottom of the 7th, Pope’s last at bats of 
the game. As has been the case all season, Pope did not go down without a fight. Senior Kate East led off the inning with a lead off 
single, followed by freshman Ellie Paley adding a single. Senior Peyton McCormack found a way on base, reaching on an error and 
leading to one run scoring, the score now 5-3 with no outs. Cambridge secured their first out of the inning, then junior Jadyn 
Laneaux reached by a walk. Sophomore Kendall Frost came through with a clutch single that scored both Sam Tener (running for 
Ellie Paley) and Peyton McCormack, tying the game 5-5. With 1 out, runner on third, senior Katie Ward did what she did all season 
and walked the game off with an RBI sac fly to left field. Pope secured the victory by a score of 6-5, advancing to the Final Four for 
the 4th consecutive season, and 8th time in the past 10 seasons.  

The next game was a match up against Buford High School, a consistent contender at the state level, where sophomore Kendall Frost 
was again at her best, throwing a complete game giving up just 1 earned run off five hits, leading to a 6-1 victory for the Hounds. 
Pope consistently manufactured runs, scoring 1 run each inning for the first 3 innings, a lapse in the 4th, then adding 1 run in the 5th 
and 2 in the 6th. Sophomore Kailey Martin went 3-4 on the day with 3 RBIs from a single, double, and homerun. Senior Katie Ward 
also went 3-4 with a double and 2 RBIs. Junior Jadyn Laneaux went 1-2 with two walks, and junior Emily Ricci went 1-2 with a walk. 
Natalie Klingler, Peyton McCormack, Ellie Paley, and Kendall Frost each contributed a hit en route to the victory to push the Hounds 
to another round.  

Upon conclusion of the Buford victory, Pope again moved fields to immediately begin a game one rematch against Riverridge. 
Ultimately, it was not in the cards for Pope as they lost a tightly contested 7-6 game. This loss concluded the 2021 season, resulting 
in a state 3rd place finish and a 33-4 overall record, including going 12-0 in the region.  
The final GHSA playoff brackets can be viewed here: https://www.ghsa.net/2021-2022-ghsa-class-aaaaaa-state-fast-pitch-softball-
playoffs-bracket  
The final GHSA elite 8 brackets can be viewed here: https://www.ghsa.net/2021-2022-ghsa-class-aaaaaa-state-fast-pitch-softball-
tournament-bracket  

Pope graduates a legendary senior class in Kate East, Kayla Keller, Cara Levy, Peyton McCormack, and Katie Ward. This senior class 
won 124 games, making them the winningest class in Pope Fastpitch history. This class made it to the final day of every season, 
earning 1 third place finish, 2 state runner ups in 2018 and 2020, and 1 state championship in 2019. The legacy of greatness will live 
on for future years, as new legends will look to rise up in future seasons. The Greyhounds will return 12 players from the 2021 
varsity team, comprised of 4 juniors (rising seniors), 4 sophomores (rising juniors), and 4 freshman (rising sophomores).  

 

 

  

The 2021 Senior Class 
From Left to Right: Peyton McCormack, Cara Levy, Katie Ward, Kate East, Kayla Keller 


